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To tell the wondrous story ;

Of a Father’s love, who from above,
Looked on our lost condition,

And sent his Son, the holy One,
To save us from perdition.

When Jesus came, he did proclaim ;
That “I’'m the Prince of glory ;”’

But was denied by Jewish pride,
They disbelieved his story.

In the dark gloom of Joseph’s tomb,
He fought with death the monster j

And made his way to endless day,
Came off a mighty Conqueror.

He then went home to his Father’s throne,
To accomplish his commision ;

Through him we plead, in time of need,
For pardon and remission.

O praise his name ! he’ll come again,
his then will end the story; .
In th’ Eden home, with him we’ll roam,
In the beautiful world of glory.
Denver, Mo.

that is, it would not be a kingdom such as this
world has, for the kingdoms of this world are
short lived and fleeting. The kings of this world
are poor dying creatures, their subjects are the
same ; but the kingdom of Jesus, when it is set
up, will be an everlasting kingdom which shall
never be destroyed. Jesus has passed the dark
portals of the grave, and ‘“‘he that was dead 1is
alive forevermore ;”’ death hath no more do-
{ minion over hiwn, and when his people shall
follow him through the same dark charnel
house of death, and be raised with immortal-
ized and spiritualized bodies, then will the king
and*his subjects be fitted for that everlasting
kingdom which is promised in the Scriptures of
truth. But Nicodemusdid not understand tbis,
and hence Jesus corrects his mistaken idea, and
says to him, “Except & man be born again he
cannot see the kingdom of God.” In the 5th
verse hespeaks of being born of water (baptism)
and of the Spirit, and in the 6th verse, ‘“That
which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that
which is born of the spirit is spirit.” The first
statement in this verse is very plainly to be
anderstood. I1tisa plain matter of fact state-
That which

seems that he appeared to two of his disciples
while they were on their way from Jerusalem
to Emmaus, and after talking with them a
while and making himself known to them in
breaking bread, the record simply says, he van-
ished out of their sight. In the English edition
of Bibles, in the marginal reading, it says he
“‘ceased to be seen of them.”” By this we under-
stand he disappeared in a manner not known to
mortals: or as he himself had said in John 3rd,
they could not tell “whither he went,”” but
passed away like the wind. After these two
disciples had returned to Jerusalem and had
met with the other apostles and were rehears-
ing the account of their meeting with Jesus,
Luke says, 24: 86, that ‘‘as they thus spake Jes-
us himself stood in the midst of them.” This
language, to the casual reader, might be passed
by as contalning nothing unusual, and that it
simply means that Jesus came there where
they were assembled the same as any other per-
son would: but to us it implies much more. We
understand that his appearance there was in-
stantancous, and unnatural to mortals, and like
the wind they could not tell whence he came.
‘Not only does the construction of the language
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and honor and immortality,” shall obtain 1t

Bible teaches that the personal identity and all
that pertains to it will be in the literal resur-
rected man from the dead. Thus we see that
there is a wide difference between Spiritualism
and the Bible, although there may be some
points of similarity, and that the truths taught
by Spiritualism are so detached from (heir prop-
er conuections und relations that itehanges ‘‘the
truth of Geod 1nto a lie.”

We wish now to introduce the testimony of
Paul in 1 Cor. 15, referring to the birth of the
Spirit. The burden of the apostle’s testimony
in this chapter is the resurrection of Christ, and
finally of themm that have ‘‘fallen asleep in
Christ,” at the last truep, and the ehange to
immortality of those who are in Christ when
he shall “appear the second time.” Nor would
we affirm that the resuriection of the wicked is
not brought to light in this chapter incidental-
ly; nor would we aflirm that the resurreetion

and the birth of the Spirit are exactly one and
the same thing. There may be a birth of the
Spirit without an Y resurrection,as in the case of
Isaac; or there may be a resurrection, without
any birth of the Spirit, as those who-are finally
resurrected to damnation (John 5: 29). Neither
Shall we afiirm that Paul speaks of the birth of
the Spirit in so many words, but simply that h
speaks of the same event in di * ¢
| : ifferent language
a3 nearly all Bible writers do. We only wish
to call attention to the points of identit ?n
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life will be eternal because the soul cannot d}e,
being immortal ; the Bible teaches that ‘‘life

and immortality are brought to light through
and that those who *‘seek for glory

at
the resurrection (Rom. 2 7; 1 Cor. 15: 53, od).
Spiritualism teaches that personal identity,con-
sciousness, reason, life, immortality,&c., all cen-
ter in the soul, independent of the body; the
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Is there Evidence in the Scriptures of the
Future Gathering of the Literal
Seed of Abraham?
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(Continued.)
THE prophet here helps us to understand the

apostle, and shows us that the promise refers to
those who turn from transgression in Jacob, and
that the covenant relates to an eternal inherit-
ance and not to the conversion of any class of
wicked men. The apostle next proceeds to say,
verse 28, that “As concerning the gospel, they
[the unbelieving Jews] are enemies for your
sakes,”” That is, they were envious because the
Gentiles were placed by the gospel on one com-
mon level with the Jews—that the Gentiles
were admitted to the same favor of God and on
the same terms. See Acts 13: 42-4¢. “But as |
touching the election, they are beloved for the
fathers’ sake.” (Seev, 7.) He keepeth covenant
and mercy with them that love him to a thous-
and generations. See Deut. 7: 9. Thus the Gen-
tile converts were made to understand that al-
thﬂugh‘God had rejected the unbelieving Jews
from I?:IB favor, yet when they believed. as they
al} might if they would, they were ;egardecll
;:.r:th special favor for the fathers’ sake, for God

ad not forgotten the faith of Abraham, Isaac,

thers he had never repented of, or changed his
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Christ, by & patient continuance in well doing, | s promises, but having seen them afar off, and poth hﬁg; e
that when he shall appear you may share in the | were persuaded of them, and m:r‘lbraced them, mﬂld m e
glories of the birth of the Spirit, and thus be|and confessed that they were pilgrims and stran- | al

gers on the earth.”’ Sy
This was the numerous seed that God prom-

ised to Abraham,and these were all sons of faith,
and they are and will be all safe when Christ
comes. These all died in faith, hence if you be- |
lieve St. Paul’s record you wili not be under the
necessity of hunting any longer for this seed
am&ng the old carnal Jews. 'The apostle contin-
ues to discourse,and enumerates David, Samuel,
and all the prophets who dwelt in literal Ca-
naan, and yet he tells us in vv. 89 and 40, “And

these all having obtained a good report through
faith, received notl- the promises, God having
provided some better things for us, that they
without ue should not be made perfect.”” If the

promise related to the possession of literal Ca-
naan, they did receive it; but Paul declares
they did not receive the promise, therefore it is
certain that the promise related to a different
inheritance, even a heavenly, or the new earth,
for thel meek shall inherit t:he-'eirth. g

We will now examine the original promise as
made to Isaac and Jacob. See Gen. 26: 3-5—'So~
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Now here is some excellent reasoning on the

Sabbath question, that ““it existed from the crea-
tion,” and being ‘‘instituted before Israel’s days,
shows that it was not designed exclusiyely for
that people.” But the harmony between this
statement and the former one, that “‘it has never
been emjoined upon any nation but Israel,”’ is
not clear, unless she makes a distinction between
‘nation’ and ‘people.”’ How any one can take
such plain positions on the Sabbath and not keep
it, we eannot see. Are not other nations than Is-

- rael (not perhaps as nations, but as individuals)
now learning of God? Is not this the purpose of
the gospel? If so, then the Sabbath should be
kept by them. If the nations (or as we understand
it, individuals comprising the nations,) cannot be
made Christians in this age, what is the use of
preaching the gospel to them or trying to Chris-
tianize them ?
‘Law’ and ‘grace’ are not antagonists, because
Paul said to the Roman Chrigtians, “*Ye are not
nnder law, but under garee.” The time will never
come when the Christian will not be under law.
Freedom does not consist in being without all
law, but in the state of not being held in bondage
by law. For instance: Until only eleven yeai‘ﬁ
ago the law in a portion of the United States of
America held the colored people of African de-
seent in slavery; and when the colored people
were emancipated from slavery by the generosity,
merey, and wisdom of the Chief Executive of our
land, they were not absolved from obedience to
all law. While they were free men and free wo-
men they were 80 by virtue of being obedient to
the wise laws of the nation, and freedom from the
law that previously bound them in slavery. So
we, by being abeolved from the condemnation of
?a.w, for being pardoned for having transgressed
its holy precepts, it no longer holds us under it, or
condemns us. DBuf the grace of God haﬁ'ing pro-

and offerings met their antitype in Christ’s death |
and atoning work, the ceremonial and judicial

laws passed away leaving none remaining but
what were moral and right forall mankind to ob-
serve, which existed before the Israelitish nation
did, with the institution of Christianity added.

When God caused “‘all her [Tsrael] mirth to
cease, her feast days, her new moons, aud her
Sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts,” as prophe-
sied by Hosea (2: 11), he did not say he would
cause his Sabbath to cease. He makes a distine-
tion between his Sabbath, the weekly rest day,the
seventh day of the week, and the sabbath days
of the children of Israel. He speaks of his Sab-
bath as “My holy day ;" “Verily my Sabbaths ye
shall keep ;”’ “Ye shall keep my Sabbaths ;»’ “I
gave them my Sabbaths.” Although Israel’s feast
days and solemn assemblies ceased it does not fol-
low that the Sabbath of the Lord must cease be-
cause the nation which had constituted his cove-
nant people had been rebellious to him, and were
brought under bondage to other people where they
could not observe their own laws. It is not well
to apply too much to the future age, lest present
duty be overlooked and we thus lose our salvation
provided for us in the gospel. Every effort against
the Sabbath only helps us to see its true relations
and bearings to all, both Jews and Gentiles.

e e e

“By their Fruits ye shall Know Thelﬁ.”

IN his memorable sermon on the Mount Jesus
warned his hearers to beware of ‘“‘false prophets,”
and makes an illustration by comparing the frt;it
of good and bad trees, There had previously heen
many false prophets in the land, and they lc{}ntin-
ued to impose on the eredulity ot the honest seek-
ers after truth. But the Savior bids to bewﬁ.re of
them, and gave the evidence by which they may
be known—they may be known by t}feir'frui't,a;-q
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e {jppnrtunii_}', through our Jewish
}I—“‘"I:‘-‘L;i-iii“g the Armenian Convent and the
o _James, our ramble for the afternoon

rectioll.

Lol t,l:-::ltv‘il: ig one of the largest—if not the
2 ablishments of the Kind in the Holy

J;i?u[’f‘llpil‘ﬂ geveral square acres in the cen-
ity ,tﬂ'w}‘..{luﬂ.rtﬂr in the south-west part .uf the
o 0 ) g capable of enfertaining at least eight
Aty and 18 ilgrims, who yearly come to Jerusa-|

from Aprm,mia--gmui who elaim direet descent
: the pntrizwll :N(}HI}1 aflter Lhﬂ. flood)—and the
¢ countries in Eastern Asia,who acknowl-
ir peculiar tenets. They disallow the
el ity of the Papacy in toto; but have a patri-
iuiht-‘.l!}:ﬂ the Greek system,) or head hiﬁhnl},whn
anP - osition from seniority of office among the
(i p-T}w}’ have no image-worship in their
;[ilﬂﬁ}iwq‘ but, at the same time, cover a portion
"h"ﬁ “:Jnﬁ with pictures and paintings repre-
if;;;m scenes and gvmltﬁ in e:ﬂ.rly l}ihlc history :
; ong Others, Jephthah, devoting his daughter to
aiﬂw of celibacy, as the fulfillment of his vow of
itfriﬁfff‘, and the debarking of Noah and his fam-
:T.r rom the ark on the mountain of Ara rat, in
:"”ﬂeniﬂ; Abraham in the act of offering his son
i:ﬂﬂﬂ{'r t‘t(‘: ki . - 4
Their visiing pilgrims put up at their convent,
w4 caravansary, or hotel, where they stay for
isys, weeks, or months,—many of them arriving
w‘fﬂre Christmas and remaining till after Easter
ynday. They, together with the Copts and
sbyssinians, the Greeks and Latins, visit the Jor-
gn, ina line eomposed of many thousands, lave
p its waters, in the belief that, like Naaman, the
grisn leper, their “’sins are washed away, and
arried by its waters and buried in the Dead Sea.’”’
The Convent and Church of St. James, which
ye are visiting, is a very fine and excecdingly
lsrge building, most gorgeously decorated within,
md contains a great display of gold, silver, and
precious stones,—some choice paintings,and others
wry coarse daubs, twelve elaborately carved
smps, or candlesticks, kept continually burning,
night and day,—representing the *‘light of the
pspel” emanating on the “"Day of Pentecost’’ by
tid through the ‘“Holy Twelve” apostles. Its
walls are covered, from the floor to the dome with
i peculiar blue-and-white tinted porcelain, re-
minding one of the old-fashioned blue China-yare
of our grand-mothers’ times. It issituated on the
tevated ground near the Zion (or David’s) gate,
¥estward, and has a most commanding appear-
tice, The courts, the garden, (in which were
trowing a few of the very largest and most ancient
ees in the city), the church entrances, and the
Elrfet- approaching it, are kept assidunously clean
”_hﬁ greatest contrast to the other portions of this
"y, which is, otherways, very unclean), and, al-
ether, have the appearance of more comfort
g combining more of elegance than any where
e l‘fﬂ't‘ yet visited in Jerusalem. The Armenian
{::}gﬂﬁms invariably dress in l}luv.k gowns and
¢ turbans. The Patriarch’s Palace, a short
"‘:TEE Efll}tll of the chureh, looks quite new, and
o cautiful and imposing appearance.
H%f i(‘-'huruI} of St. "_[‘}unnu:u 18 ﬁil}lﬂti."il on rEh_v
Fhuwhmm{jhm{q}r north of the Convent. | l!‘w
. of Yacobeiah (or, St. James the Less), in

from
jacen

ap p . _ )

Mis Arof the English and Prussian Protestant
*Lisg : _ . :

4] ‘U Chureh, is also one of the Armenians
iﬂl?ﬂs '

* Which claims the traveler’s notice.
b | . . ;

3!’?{3- AMmenians are also the proprietors of the |
n o tOnventya] building just outside the Zion

|lt|3 . . . *
e @lled the “Palace of Caiphas,” the high-|
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| two yards and a quarter long, one yard high, and

Limportant subjeet,
upon this one great question hangs all of the
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secure the door of our Savior's resting-place, It is

broad as much., It is plastered all over, except in |
five or six little places, where it has become hare |
in receiving the kisses and other devotions of the
visiting pilgrims. Here, likewise, is shown a
little cell” (we have stood within it), “said to be
our Lord’s prison, the night on which he was be-
trayed, till he was taken from hence to Pilate’s
presence. The ‘Coenaculum’ may also be conven-
lently mentioned here, ‘T'his ‘upperroom,’ where
tradition says the last passover was kept by our
Lord and his twelve apostles, and where the ‘Sav-
lor’s Supper’ was instituted, is to be seen, in vir-
tue of a good buckshich (a money present), in the
second story of a pile of buildings attached 1o the
'Neby Da-ud,” a short distance from the IHouse of
Caiphas.”

The Corrs have a small convent, adjoining
their fine, large caravansary, on the north of the
pool of Hezekiah ; also, a chapel in the rear of the
reputed rock of Calvary. They likewise have a
claim upon some valuable property next adjoining
“the Church of the Holy Sepulehre,” on the east
side ; it is called Dier-es-Suitan (or, the Convent
of the King). ,

The Copts are the pilgrims of Lower ISgypt;
and, like the Armenians, are designated as Sclis-
matics by the “Holy Roman Catholic Church.”
They repudiate all image-worship, and elect all
their church dignitaries to office.

The ABYSSINTANS are a sect (so-called by the
Romanists) of the Schismatics, who have their
caravansarvies and church edifices in Jerusalem,
who eleet their church oflicers, even to the patri-
arch. Their form of worship is the simplest of all
the Eastern sectaries. They hold some doctrines at
varianece with all the other Cliristian sects in Je-
rusalem ; nearly assimilating to the Jew. They
assert that Jesus és the Son of Joseph and Mary ;
but was chosen by the Most High God as Ais Son,
at the baptism of John in the Jordan, when the
Holy Spirit was poured out upon him *“‘without
measure.”! That the Lord God, when he was put
to death, raised him from the dead and called him
to ascend on high, ‘there to become the ‘‘head of
all things which are in heaven and en earth;”
that in the fulness of ‘‘the times of the Gentiles,”
God will send him to earth again, to take posses-
sion of the throne of his father David, from whom
he is lineally deseended through Joseph ; that he
then will re-call and re-assemble ‘““the twelve tribes
of Israel,” which-are now secattered abroad in all
the lands, and re-organize them as the kingdom
of Israel at Mt. Zion, where ‘“‘the Law shall again
go forth,” and the *“word of the Lord from Jeru-
salem.” They observe the seventh day of the
week as the true Sabbath, and practice circumeis-
ion, and also immersion by water.

They claim their introduction to Christianity
by the Xunuch of Queen Candace, whom “‘Philip
the IEvangelist’’ baptized at Gaza, on his return to
Kthiopia ;—he having gone up to Jerusalem, to
worship, as a Jew,—brought with him “the truth
as it is in Jesus.” The Jews and the Christian
seets except the Copts shun them: the Christians,
on account of their peculiarities of the Sabbath
and eircumecizion ; the Jews, because they recog-
nize Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah and the
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“King of the Jews.)” The Copts, being near
neighbors to them—in Kgypt—are more or less
tinctured with some of their doetrines and cus-

toms, yet not so general as the Abyssinians proper.
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separate entity, whose existence runs paralle with
It seems at times
astonishing with what tenacity people, both
learned and unlearned, will eling to this popular

orror. DBut when we con=ider that it has been

| sung over their cradles, taught at their mothers’

knees, rehearsed in their schools, academies, and
colleges, it does not seem 80 very sirange after all.
The teachings of modern theology have such a
firm1 hold upon the minds of the musses that it
scems impossible for them to give it up. Take
away our immortal soul, say they, and you re-
move evervthing from us worth living for; you
destroy the foundation of Christianity aud cut off
ail our hopes of the futurc; you clothe the Lieav-
ens in sackeloth, and eause the dark pall of death
{0 scttle down upon the bright and hopeful futut:'e.
Such seems to be their honest and sincere eonvic-
tions. They never have been taught of life only
through Christ; they never have been taught to
look forward to the resurrection of the just for the
consummation of their hopes, but rather to loek
forward to a mystical sky kingdom, which is be-
yond the bounds of time and space. « ‘
But what says the Seriptures in regard to this
important matter? Do they represent apy part
of man as being immortal ? The truthful solution
of this question is certainly deemed important by
every faithful student of the Bibie, not simply as
an abstract theme, but on account of its relative
bearing upon every other doctrine taught by that
cacred Book. The views we entertain of man’s
nature will give color and shape to a very greal
extent to our views of life, death, resurrection,
heaven, hell, and in fact, all of the other subjects
of revelation. Hence the importance of search-
ing for truth touching this fundamental point.
The only question which the conscientious be-
liever in the great truths taught by divine
revelation deem it at all important to ask, is, What
saith the Seriptures upon this all important sub-
ject? He is perfectly willing to submit the ques-
tion to Moses, Job, Daniel, Isaiah, Christ, Paul, or
anv and all others who have spoken as they were
moved by the Holy Spirit; and having ascer-
tained their decision, awaits patiently the issucs
of that great day when all things shall be made
manifest by the glorious appearing of Jesus, our
Life-giver, when he appears the second time
without a sin offering to give life and immortality
to all his faithful followers.
But before inquiring what these faithful and
true witnesses have said, iet us refleet a moment
upon the manner of interpreting their testimonies,
Is the language of these witniesses to be under-
stood in its most obvious and literal sense? And
why not? we ask. Have we any more authority
for giving their language a secret or mystical in-
terpretation than we have the language of any
living speaker or writer of the present time?
you have the right to interpret Moses or Jesus

It

nate.

mystically, have I not the same right to interpret
you after the same mauner?
speaker may be interpreied in this way, certainly
all others may ; and where will this mysticisin
end? Only where imagination and faney termi-
Different individuals, equally howvest in
their intentions, and equally intelligent, may
faithfully investigate the divine rccord upon any
and all points, and yet they will arrive at different
conclusions ; and they differ so widely that those
who are not conversant with Bibie truth arc led
to the belief that the Bible contradietsitself, W hen
if they would interpret the sacred writers a~ they
do the writers of the present day, ali of *heve
mysticisms and skepticisms would be obviated,
and there would be less infidelity in the world,

If any writer or

Afror has been &aid and wiitten upon this most | and meore harmony among professors of Christian-
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'y. The majority of the professed ministors of
Christ deny the literality and tangibiity of peaiy
every thing taught in the Bible. The second
coming of Christ, death, re-urrection, and it fact
every fundamental peint upon which our hape
the attributes of the!are predicated, are by this mysticism swept sway .
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of the il‘[-;]:'rirw.l writers its plain, mn'lul‘l:ﬂ,: }_11111_ 5 |
oral import ; 2nd, Bring all wlnna._nﬁ of h;m!;: ;tr
harmonize with the literal: 3rd, Study Il_u- Bibl
by subjects, tracing them throu h the entire boolk,
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and having ascertainc | the harmonious teas h |
of all the inspi red wri . L)<
yvou must have the truth upon that subject. Thesd
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rules are plain and simple, and easily complie 14

with. : P .
Our time and space being limited, we shall not |

notice all the evidence contained in the word of
(od relating to this subjeet, but shall nnti{:{t a
few of the most important testimonies, hoping
that the skeptical reader may be led to adopt the
above rules and faithfully search the Seriptures to
aoe if these things areso. We will again ask the
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tors upon any onc subject, |

God places h

and there he put the m

question, Do the Seriptures teach that any part of
man is imunortal 2 Webster defines immortal to
niean having no principle of alteration or ¢corrup-
tion, exempt from death ; having life or being
that shall never end. The inquiry then is this: Is
any part of the creature called man exempt from
death? Popular theologians an d philosophers
would answer this question in the affirmative;
but do the Seriptures so teach ? Weunhesitating-
lv answer no; and we challenge any one to pro-
duce one word of positive proof from Genesis to
Revelation that the creature called man isa dual
being, or that he s a compound of mortality and
jmmortality. Such is contrary to the teachings
of God’s word, as we shall endeavor to show.

Let us go to the opening pages of revelation and
see what the eternal Spirit has said concerning
the origin and nature of man. Gen. 1: 26— "And
God said, Let us make man in our image, after our
likeness, and let them have dominion over the fish
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over
the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.”
Here God annources his intention to make a
creature called man, and to subjectall other living
creatures connected with this earth to his domin-
ion. No intimation is here given as to what the
materials of his composirion are to be. This in-
formation we will find recordedin Gen. 2: 7--“*And
the Tiord God formed man of the dast of the
gronnd and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life, and man became aliving soul.” Here then
we have the simple, full, and complete record of
man’s creation ; the material from which he is
made, and the process of making him alive is all
set plainly before us. Certainly we have no lack
now of the desired information. .

It will be readily seen by the most superficial
observer, of what the material was that entered
into the composition of man. It does not say that
part was material and part immaterial, or part
mortal and part immortal—nothing of the kind is
intimated, but simply that man was made of the
dust of the ground. But, says one, when God
breathed the breath of life into man he became an

immortal soul. Let us see for a moment if life
means an immortal soul in these connections. Gen.
1: 30—"And to every beast of the earth, and to
every fowl of the air, and to every thing that
creepeth upon the earth, wherein there is life
[margin, living soul].” So here we have beasts
fowls, and fishes, with immortal souls, Mcﬂrdinr:
to popular theology. Oné has the same life as thz
other; one breathes the same air as the other,
Solomon says in Eecl. 3: 19, **For that which he-
fulleth the sons of men befalleth beasts; even one
thing befalleth them ; as the one dieth so dieth
the other; yea, they have all one breath, so that
# an hath no pre-eminence above the beast,”
Here we have the testimony of the wise man of Is-
rael that what gives life to man also zives life {o
l*hu. beast; they all have one breath., Now we have
tfound out of what man is made and how he ob-
tained his life, but nothing is said of his being |

imumortal. There is
i | a vast difference bet
living soul and an ever living soul.
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What was Adam’s condition lnmmnhr: to h
He had newly come from the
I:1-1vi]m'tuull}',:uui

pl'mmulu'ml upon

{rensgression ?
h:‘uuf of his Creator, llh.‘&'i“'i‘i‘““}'*
NOr: 11v TG{'HI. ‘\TL"F}' elel ' was ; :

:i::l:llilf Emmm*tiun with every thing which God
had created and made. But what were his charac-
ter and nature? ‘Was he holy or unholy ? mortal
or immortal 2 or in a state of susceptibility ? Moral
character is not the subject of creation ; it is the
result of action towards law, or a rule of somc
kind, having previous knowledge of the existence
of such law or rule. The first recorded action to-
wards the prohibition in the garden was that of
disobedience ; hence his first positive character
was that of a sinner. Adam and Xve could not
plead want of previous knowledge. See Gen. 3:
3__“RBut of the fruit of the tree which 1Is in the
midst of the garden God hath said, Ye shall not
cat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.”’
This was the language of Ive in reply to the ser-
pent, and shows a perfect understanding on her
part. Gen. 2: 16, 17 shows that Adam could not
offer an excuse for want of information before-
hand. We see then that their actions formed
their moral character. How was it with reference
to mortality or immortality ? Were they immor-
tal? Certainly not; that which is immortal can-
not die. If Adam wasimmortal of what possible
benefit could the tree of life be to him ? would God
undertake to prevent from death that which could
not die? To prevent immortality from dying is
about as consistent as the death that never dies, or
a life that never lives. They are all absolute con-
tradictions. But was Adam mortal ? no; if mortal
he must die as a necessary consequence, therefore
Adam was not mortal. He was then placed on
trial for immortality as the result of obedience ;
but disobedience brought mortality and conse-

quent death. (Concluded in our next.)
e e —

Prophecy : Its Origin and Design.

SAMUNXL DA VISON.

————

Tue Bible is largely a book of prophecy.
I'rom the history of Adam, in the first three
chapters of Genesis, to the revelations of Jesus
Christ, after being seated at the Father’s right
hand, prophecy occupies a prominent place in
all the sacred writings; it is fitting therefore
that we should understand bhoth the oceasio
mz:;it ;??‘deafgn of God in giving so large l;
Elation. \s will toward man in thl_s form of rev-
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Presentation until the fuall of Pagan
l__.;..:rnﬁr:m power: unto ¥Ephesus, and unto
g o4 unto Pergamos, and unto Thyatira,
: ll"‘eirdi:::, and unto Philadelphia, and

vegy FT:TEE:‘:“ T'bus the sacred 01‘:1{:.11:‘? have
coved unto us of this time, This book
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4 hig a5 Which must <hortly come to pass.”
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v .. timation that the so-valled church

. should be replenished and filled
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Fu;»t ;_';f*uurnlly receive the things that are written
1n this book ! Such.at least,has been the history

Of 1ts treatment in the world to this day. Thro’ |
all ages of the untichristian apostasy there have |

been witnesses for God who have received and

understood these things; but the body of the |

5(}:-0}11!@{1 Catholic and Orthodox churches have
elther questioned the authority of this book, or
]l.’.lt}lﬂ.‘{.i upon it as an enigmatical, incompréhen-
§1hlt‘- compouud of mysterious things. But that
IF was Intended to be understood by God’s be-
lieving people is fully manifest in the blessing
pronounced upon him that readeth, and on
them who hear the words of this prophecy, and
kKeep those things that are written thereirr, for
the time to which they relate was then come ;
it however stretches down to the full establish-
ment of the kingdom of -God upon the earth:
and so includes all intervening events. The
book is written in the style of the prophetical
writings of the ancient prophets of Israel. The
manner in which they used figzures of speech is
the same as John's in the book of Revelation.
The rhetoric requisite to understand them is
snflicient to understand John. John has writ-
ten as plainly as {hey did.
(Concluded in our nezl.)

iy T i ——

Report of Conference at Hartford, Mich.

CONFERENCE met according to appointment.
Preaching brethren present, Elders Everett, Case,
Watking, and Fabun. Preaching Sabbath even-
ing by Bro. Everett, followed by exhortations
from others, Met Sabbath morning for worship,
preaching by Bro. Case, from Rev. 14: 6. Preach-
ing again in the evening by Bro. James Watkins,
from Rev. 11: 15, Met First-day morning at 9
o’clock for business., Br. Iiverett was elected Mod-
erator. Prayer by Br. Everett. The Conference
then took up and disposed of the unfinished busi-
nese, The dutiesof the committee appointed at the
Conference last Augst being completed they were
discharged. Moved and supported thatwe consider
it our duty to sustain Br. Brinkerhofi' in the pub-
lication of the ADVOCATE as long as he pursues
his present policy. Movea that we have three
conferences the present scason, and that J. M,
Beedle be authorized to designate the time and
place for holding them, and send the appoint-
ments to the “Advent and Sabbath Advocate! for
publication.—Carried. Moved and carried theat
we pledge ourselves to do all we can to send breth-
ren Case 21.d Beedle {o Missouri to labor this com-
ing Fall. Adjourned until next Conference.

Met for worship at 11 o’clock ; preaching by Br.
Fabun, followed by exhoriations from the breth-
ren and sisters. The preaching throughout was
spiritual and edifying, and the testimonies of the

L i - . r r
brethren and sisters were interesting, We had a

cood attendance, and all went away satisfied that
it is good to wait upon the Iord and have their
spiritual strength renewed.
J. M. BEEDLE, (lerk.
SAMUEL EVERETT, Moderator. |
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From Sister Horne.

DeEAR BROTHERS ANDSISTERS: It is through
the mercies of God that I am once more per

mitted to write a few lines through the AbDvo-
As I am entirely deprived of the privi-
lege of meeting I esteem it a great privilege, as
well as a duty, to speak through the columns of}
It is encouraging to me to read the
testimonies from my brethren and sisters, and
to realize that God has a people on earth who are
1 have
fliction,many times have
been as it were nigh unto death; but through
the goudness and mercies of God I Etili._live;
but my pilgrimage will soon be ended. A few|

CATE.
the paper.

lookingand loneing for bis return.
passed through great a

e e - ——
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more days of suffering and sorrow, and I hope
| to see 1ny Saviorgnd be made like unto him.
Gud is my belper, in him I {rust. Jesus is my
hope of life. O whatf a blessed thing itis to
have a hope in Christ,that when afiliction comes
upon us, and all earthly things seem to be fad-
] Iing away, to be able to look forward to the time
' when Jesus will come ! O brothers and sisters,
let us try to be faithful, that we may rejoice in
' the Lord at all times. Let our thoughts ever
| be of him and of what he has done for us, and
of the glorious future that awaits us, if we are
only faithful. What a glorious thought that
soon the opening heavens will reveal to our en-
raptured vision our loved an<d long looked for

Redeemer, our Savio¥r,and our Lord! May God
help us each and all to strive for an abundant
entrance into that everlasting KkKingdom, which
is #oon to be established.

s s =

. SusaN W, HORNE.
Independence, Kan.
— T

From Sister Adams,

DEAR BRro. BRINKERHOFF: I feel it a great
pleasure to have the privilege of writing a few
words to the brothers and sisters in Christ, to
cheer them in the precious faith of Jesus, who
died a shameful death that we might live, and
to tell how my heart is made to rejoice in keep-
ing his commandments. I have dlways tried to
live a Christian life, I joined the Methodist
church when at the age of twelve, and I fear
I have traveled all these long years in darkness,

{for now I see the Scripture in a new light., I

was taught fromxr infancy to keep the first day
Sabbath, and sprinkling baptism, which I now
believe to be entirely wrong; and [ remained in
that beliet until the ycar 1872, when Bro. Long
came into our part of the country, giving lec-
tures. I attended his meetings faithfully, and
took my Bible and marked the passages of Scrip-

ture which he used, and when I went home I
studied them with a prayérful heart that I
might learn the true and living way,&hrist,and
by s0 doing I came to the belief that the Advent
church was the church of Christ; and I am
striving to do God’s commandments, and am
‘also striving for the faith of Jesus. There are
but few brethren and sisters here, and we have
to bear great persecutions; but I am cheered by
the Bavior’s promise, for he said, ‘*Blessed are

they that are persecuted for my sake.” But,for
all the cheering promises, some of our dear sis-
ters have gone back to the beggarly elements of
the world ; but may God have merey on them
and turn their wandering feet, is my prayer.

From your sister, CATHARINE ADAMS,
Martinsville, Mo.

From Sister Yanllorn,

DEAR BROTHERS AND SISTERS in the hope of
Jesus; as I was reading the pages of our paper
this Sabbath morniag, I thought I must write a
few lines for the Apvocaru. Last spring my
father, John Davis, of Wellon, Iowa, subseribed
| for the ADVOCATE and had it sent to us, for
which we are thankful. We are yery poor peo-
ple in this world’s goods,and being in the midst
of the grasshopper ruins has not given us any
lift. We feel very thankful for the Apvocars,
and we do not know how to do without it an-
other year, but we do not see how we can pay
for it, and our time will soon be ut hand when
the paper shall be stopped. I feel like it was

a guide to our footsteps,next to our Bible. My-
self, husband and children, are all alone in re-
gurd to the Sabbath,we find it very lonely : but
will you pray for us that we may not give up
the struggle, and that we may persevere on aun

at last eome off conquerer, and be permitted to
meet you all in that world where there is no
sickness, sorrow, nor death. Yours in hope of
eternal life, NARCY J. VANHORN,

Secott, ivebraska.
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Christ shall sit as

_extensively as possible. We dearly love this cause ErrATA.—In No. 8, in article of the “Greek ! men ; and the two truée W : 1dg
or we would nct occupy the position we NOw 9, Chureh, No. 2,” in the 27th line from the bottom | God have prophesied clothed in sackeloth, When the book of life is read,
We believe these are God’s truths, and they must | of 2nd eolumn, instead of reading as published, bi God and take courage,dear breth There before the risen dead,
eventually triumph. Qo we will labor on, trust-|* Advgncz Hf that E]}]EE]';; in Asia ‘Mh*iu'r’}:\iit uugh}f; lli s E‘&%fﬂ :ifi(_:-;lri T ;agﬁn = h | _ Asare turned those pages fair,
< - \ar- ead.* Advance of that empire in Asia MAJOR.™ | SISTETS, hrist ¢ | S T :
ing in God and looking earnestly for the appear-| 0 read, P 1 "Boyp. |unending priesthood. How gl orious isour | shall my name be written there?
~ When is closed the judgment day

ing of Jesus.

<+
QusTARN the ministry.
for the fields are whitening for the
are cries of Come over and help us, from various
We often receive letters asking if some

quarters.
minister cannot come

try and preach these truths. But we are unable
to return them any answer. Where is the preach-
ing brother who could answer a few calls of this
kind, and to whom we could refer thesesolicita-
tions 7. In some instanses the applicants offer to
bear the preachers expences, besides giving them

a remuneration, The

 difficult to find a place of labor.

s T T

| Communioy, Meeting at Grand Rapids, Mich.

Seﬁd the laborers forth,

harvest, There t

DeAR BRro. BRINKERHOFF: Through request
I address a few lines to you to give notice of a
meeting we have had here. It was our annual
meeting to commemorate the sufferings and
death of Christ. It bas been our custom for six
or seven years past to meet together at the Pass-

to their section of the coun-

founded on Go
our High Priest fro
his own right hand,

all the holy
within the vail, whither the forerunner :

us entered, and hath anointed the mosb
with his own blood ; and this he did withi
seventy weeks of- Daniel.

d’s eternal power, when he T
m the dead, and set h
between the cherubin
holiest, where Paul
entered by |

~ When this earth shall pass away,
~ When the city new shall come,
- And the saints be gathered home
- Shall I in their triumph share ?
- Ohlmy Lord, shall I be there?

Er%t )

he mercy seat in the
brethren

Bless the Lord

PorLy G. P11t AM

Lam‘:ﬁ,

over time for communion ; for the apostle says

WEe are greatly in

funds just now to provide a small supply of print-
ing paper. (When receipts are low we only obtain
a small supply at a time,) A few subscriptions
" now would help us very much. Shall we not have
them? While trusting in the Lord" to have our
work sustainred we remember that his work in the
world has always been carried on by -means, and
he would have the lovers of Bible truth to sustain
We know that we are laboring
and managing economically ; which we must con-
tinue to do in order for the ADVOCATE to live, but
we hope every reader of it will remember that we

its publication.

need your help in this
our plan to go in debt

believe our patrons wish us to doso ; therefore we
believe you will give us the necessary aid.
e
A BROTHER writes, inquiring in- regard to the
prospects of the ADVOCATE, and if it is likely to
be sustained, and refers to its past struggles, and
says if the Lord’s hand is in the work it al:;ﬁuld'
be pnblished weekly and there should 1

of means to sustain it,

- Whois there of the *readers of
who does not belieye that
the great principles on which we s

0 the balmy air,

for even Christ, our passover, is sacrificed for us; Received on Snbseﬂptim. _ nine, shall I be there ?
therefore let us keep the feast. 1 Cor. 5: 7,8. Bro.| Benjami ' - o 3 v Jesus h
1 ? enja - . _ 5 FCSUS ner
field is wide and it is not | Everett, from your place, was with us, and Bro. | 1 I Cayik slggt?ﬁ‘i{' lismi %[ ﬁ’{?g $;;iri y trust mz‘st dear
| Russell, from Jackson. We had an extrewmely | Joseph Gilbert $1.50, 10-1. ~ A H ;-. aneath the flood
o s, zood meeting. It commenced on Sabbath. Y i M Beedle 50cts 11-1.  Sarah Robb *d in Jesus’ blood,
need of a small amount’of | Brother Everett preached two discourses on ' . e S . ol & T sh d dare,
Sabbath, and two on First day, and all very| Recel e@d-l : — g AR g ? :e there.*
good. Bro. E. is a very smart man for one of his | i <o Donation to Advocat S e ST o

age, over 81, and able to go from place to .place
and preach equal to some at sixty. Maythe Lord-
be with him and reward him well for the pains
he ha,._?, taken for us. Our meetings were all
very interesting and we felt as it the Lord was
with us. Our mecting at evening after second
day, being the 14th day of the first month, Bro-
ther E. preached, and then the subject t;_f the
time to commune was brought up and discussed

Acts 2: 42-46-; and 20: 7, were referred to ami
explained to have reference to common meals

and notto communion time ; and so it lﬂ'ﬁkﬂ‘t{;

be when we read Acts 20: 6, as that says after
the days of unleavened bread it took them five]
days to sail from Philippi to Troas, where they |
abode seven dﬁyﬁ ; and as th&? were Mh g '
leave, it is said they had their meeting and |
broke bread, and started on their jwﬂ%
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